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States "have the right and are in duty bound to
interpose." This doctrine was a vial of woe to
American politics until it was cast down and
shattered on the battlefield of civil war. It was
invented for a partisan purpose, and yet was
entirely unnecessary for that purpose.
The Federalist party as then conducted was the
exponent of a theory of government that  was
everywhere decaying.    The alien and sedition laws
were condemned and discarded by the forces of
national politics, and state action was as futile in
effect as it was mischievous in principle.    It di-
verted the issue in a way that might have ulti-
mately turned to the advantage of the Federalist
party, had it possessed the usual power of adapta-
tion to circumstances.    After all, there  was  no
reason inherent in the nature of that party why it
should not have perpetuated its organization and
repaired its fortunes  by learning how to derive
authority from public opinion.    The needed trans-
formation of character would have been no greater
than has often been accomplished in party history.
Indeed, there is something abnormal in the complete
prostration and eventual extinction of the Federal-
ist party; and the explanation is to be found in the
extraordinary character of Adams's administration.